
 

Minutes of the Cornwall Squash AGM Meeting 
 

Held at the Truro Squash Club at 7pm, Thursday 17th June 2010. 

 

1. Welcome      Terry opened the meeting, thanked everyone for coming, 

and Truro for allowing the club to be used for this meeting for free. 

Most of the members had received notification of the meeting this time. 

 

2. Acceptance of Last Years Minutes   The minutes of last years meeting 

were accepted with one minor exception, this being, the membership 

fees were changed to £7.50 (Not £7.00 as stated). Terry signed a copy of 

the minutes as a true reflection of the meeting. Action BN to email 

copy of the minutes to Pete for putting on the website 

 

 

 

3. Officers Reports  

 

a) Finance Report – Pete, Terry explained in the absence of a treasurer, 

Terry and Pete had been running the accounts with Brian 

countersigning cheques. At the current moment we have in our deposit 

account £4412.00 and in our current account £1008.89. It was 

suggested by Dave Smith that Colin Maundrel, might take on the 

treasurers job. The England squash rebate was discussed and 

Bodmin’s club non-payment, Matt Waterton explained why Newquay 

was behind on the payment of these fees and the England Squash’s 

new system. 

b) League Secretary – Pete reported, and one of the questions he raised 

was what are we doing to publicise squash?. Linda responded by 

saying that she and the junior committee are working hard with the 

juniors to introduce new players to the system. The ranking system 

was discussed as was the results zone, costing £150/pa introduced by 

Max Miller, who is a Software consultant. Dave Smith requested that 

the website should be expanded, Pete responded and said he is working 

on this. Getting the rankings going was a definite concensus point of 



the meeting. Action Terry and Neil Counter to ask Max Miller to help 

revitalize the website and the ranking system. Linda asked if the 

website could include communication about what’s happening in the 

county, and there was an action for all to look at the new website and 

provide feedback. 

 

Junior Squash  – Dave Fairclough     This report is for the period of 
September 2009 to June 2010. It will also highlight planned junior activities 
up to the beginning of the 2010/11 season (September 2010). 
Junior activity in the County 
A quick round up of the juniors participating in club squash (those who 
regularly attend coaching/junior sessions) indicates a small increase this 
year with several initiatives taking place in areas where numbers have 
declined over the years. 
I have asked the relevant junior coaches to provide some figures for their 
club/areas: 
CLUB                                     Regular Juniors                 Occasional Juniors 
Bodmin                                                                14 
Bude                                                     26                                           9 
Falmouth                                             22 
Newquay                                            27 
Truro                                                     10                                           3 
Polkyth                                                 9                                              3 
Others?                                                                ?                                              ? 
                                                   __________                      __________ 
                                                                109                                         
15                           =             124 
These are the ones we know about! 
Siobhan Garland (Falmouth) is working with England Squash and Racketball 
as a commissioned coach and has been successful in taking squash (and 
Racketball) to several local schools, offering 6 weekly squash sessions as 
part of the PE curriculum with view to encouraging the juniors to join the 
Falmouth Squash Club. 
Dale Diment has been working to re-invigorate the junior set up at Truro 
with the introduction of junior session on Sundays and individual coaching 
also available. 
Brian Nash (Newquay) is struggling to satisfy the hunger for squash of the 
Newquay juniors, having to arrange junior sessions on several evenings and 
session on Saturday. The Newquay Leisure Centre is very supportive of the 



Newquay juniors, often providing the courts for free or at a greatly reduced 
cost. Brian also travels to Polkyth to run a once weekly session which is well 
attended and I can imagine a challenge with just one court at his disposal. 
Lewis Pauling (Bodmin) has injected his enthusiasm for squash into the 
Dragon Leisure centre and has now runs regular training sessions for 
juniors. 17 year old Tom Orton has taken his Level 1 Coaching Certificate to 
also help. 
Bude continue to offer regular training sessions for its juniors and take 
advantage of its connections with Devon Junior Squash to participate in 
their junior leagues and tournaments. 
We are now seeing juniors competing in the Senior Club leagues and 
representing their Clubs in the inter-club competitions. Chris Lawrance 
(Truro) was part of this seasons League 1 winning squad. Tony Pepperell 
and Ben Fairclough (Bude), Jamie Johnson and Harry Cobley (Newquay) and 
Joel Brickell and Katrina Thomas (Falmouth) 
Grand Prix 
This season the county organised 5 Junior Grand Prix events which 
attracted a total of 73 individuals to take part in one or more of the events. 
The events were spread amongst several clubs across the county, two at 
Newquay, one at Falmouth, one at Truro and for the first time for quite 
some time, one at Bodmin. 
The 1st Newquay Grand Prix and the Falmouth Grand Prix both attracted 
the most entries of 38 juniors each. 
Here are a few stats: 
9 out of the 73 entrant were girls (12%) compared to 11 out of 74 (15%) in 
the 2008/09 season. 
30 out 73 entrants (41%) we entering the Grand Prix for the first time. 
Most games played:       24, Harry Cobley (Newquay) who recorded 18 wins. 
74% win percentage. 
Best Win Percentage:    91% Lewis Dodd (Truro), 10/11 wins. 
                                                87% Jamie Johnson (Newquay), 13/15 wins. 
                                                 (Only including players who have participated in 
more than one Grand Prix) 
The following players have a 100% record in the Grand Prix, but only 
entered one tournament. 
Tony Pepperell (Bude) 
Jess Keatley (Bodmin) 
Danny Evans (Bude) 
Ashley Robinson (Falmouth) 



A word of thanks to all those who helped run the events. A special mention 
to Lewis Pauling (Bodmin) and Dale Diment (Truro) who successfully ran 
their clubs events for the first time. 
Junior County Closed 
The County Junior Closed was held on the weekend 26/27 September 2009 
at the Truro Squash Club. As per the previous year’s this event was 
sponsored by Dunlop British County Support Program who donated rackets 
and squash bags as prizes. 
The tournament had 48 entries in its various categories, Boys U19, U17, 
U15, U13, Girls U15, U13 and Mixed U11. Unfortunately there were not 
enough entries in the Girls U17 & U19 to run those age categories. 
This 2009/10 champions are: 
Boys U19 Champion: Chris Lawrance (Truro)        R/U: Tony Pepperell (Bude) 
Boys U17 Champion: Joel Brickell (Falmouth)      R/U: Ben Fairclough (Bude) 
Boys U15 Champion: Niall Gerry (Bodmin)            R/U: Aron Auty (Bude) 
Girls U15 Champion: Nicola Hardwick (Bude)       R/U: Katy Brickell 
(Falmouth) 
Boys U13 Champion: Jago Saxton (Bude)              R/U: Oscar Lloyd-Laney 
(Falmouth) 
Girls U13 Champion: Katy Brickell (Falmouth)      R/U: Emily Fanson (Bude) 
Mixed U11 Champion: Zefron Counter (Truro)   R/U: Emily Fanson (Bude) 
 
Also presented on this weekend is the County’s award for most deserving 
boy and girl. This is awarded to the player(s) who have shown the most 
improvement over the season and represent the county, acting as 
ambassadors of squash for Cornwall. The 2009/10 most deserving boy 
award went to Chris Lawrance (Truro) and the most deserving girl was Katy 
Brickell (Falmouth). 
A big thank you to Truro Squash Club for hosting the event (especially Claire 
behind the bar/kitchen) and to Linda Brickell for organising the whole 
weekend. 
Junior County Teams 
This year the junior committee had to make the decision to enter only 
three teams into the South West Leagues as opposed to five the previous 
year. This was due to registration being earlier in the season before the 
county junior season had started and player/ team manager availability was 
unknown. 
The three teams that were entered were Boys U13 (team of 5), Girls U15 
(team of 3) and Mixed U17 (a team of 5, including at least one girl). 



The Boys U13 team was initially to be managed by Tony Saxton but later on 
in the season Megan Lloyd-Laney (Falmouth) took over the role of 
organiser, aided by the other player’s parents. 
This season proved to be a difficult one for the very young squad (several of 
last year’s U11 team and several newcomers to competition) coming 
against some very experienced and tough opposition. In their first fixture, 
which was their home fixture, they started well with a win against Dorset 3-
2 but unfortunately could not repeat it against Somerset losing it 4-1, the 
only player to win his fixture was Liam Lombard (Truro). The next two 
fixtures were away at Bristol and Devon. The boys did not gain any more 
wins but they did get some valuable experience. 
Boys U13 Squad: Jago Saxton (Bude), Jared London (Newquay), Oscar Lloyd-
Laney, Angus Hills ( both Falmouth), Liam Lombard and  Zefron Counter 
(both Truro). 
The Girls U15 team, managed by Linda Brickell and Jackie Hardwick, had a 
squad of players with ages ranging from 11 to 14. Such is the number of girl 
players in the county that it is difficult to field teams in more ages 
categories. 
Each of the girls fixtures were played at the Devon and Exeter Squash & 
Racketball Club, even their ‘home’ fixture. 
The first fixture saw a squad of 4 players (3 team members and 1 friendly) 
take the scalp of Gloucester and compete hard against Somerset, finishing 
the day third out of the four teams. The second fixture had to be 
rescheduled due to the snow, unfortunately with the new date, the girls 
squad was hit by illness and holidays so they could not attend. 
Girls U15 Squad: Nicola Hardwick, Sophie Thornton, Veronica Munks, Emily 
Fanson (all Bude), Hannah Rodger (Newquay) and Katie Brickell (Falmouth). 
Jerry Thomas continued his third season as the Mixed U17 manager and 
even though last year’s No.1 and No.2 were too old for this age category 
hopes were high to repeat or better last year’s result of second place. Their 
first fixture was away at Weymouth against 2 teams from Gloucester and 
one from Dorset. At the end of the day Cornwall recorded one win (against 
Glos blue team) and 2 losses. There were some good individual 
performances throughout the fixture. The second fixture, hosted by Devon, 
was against favourites Devon and a team from Somerset. The Cornish team 
came out one top against the Somerset team winning 17 -9 and almost 
pulled off an amazing win against Devon to ruin their unbeaten record. We 
say goodbye to Katrina Thomas as this is her last year in the mixed U17. A 
very big thank you to her for three years excellent service to the County! 



Mixed U17 Squad: Katrina Thomas, Joel Brickell (both Falmouth), Jamie 
Johnson, Harry Cobley (both Newquay) and Ben Fairclough (Bude). 
Unfortunately, at the time of writing the finals tables and positions of the 
Cornish teams for the South West Leagues have yet to be published. 
Junior County Coaching 
The Cornwall Junior Committee and England Squash have tried to give 
county juniors regular access to top level coaching throughout the season 
ranging from some local licensed coaches, south-west regional coaches and 
top international coaches. 
To aid the county squads, Siobhan Garland has provided several session for 
the girls and David Fairclough has run  sessions with the County U13 Boys. 
England Squash have provided Regional Coaches, Jonny Harford and Gavin 
Perrett , for a couple of sessions which have proven popular and more from 
ES are promised. 
One of the coaching highlights of the year was the Easter Squash Camp at 
Truro Squash Club, a three day camp run by Ian Thomas, (Millfield School 
head coach, and coach to British Open Junior U19 and U17 champions 
Mohammed and Marwan El-Shorbagy). This was open to all Cornish juniors 
and involved coaching on all aspects of the game including video analysis. 
Ian was ably assisted by Rory Brickell. 
Linda Brickell must be thanked once again for her brilliant organisation of 
this event. 
After this event Ian invited county juniors to Millfield for a friendly team 
match, which we greatfully accepted. Eleven county juniors travelled to 
Somerset to take up the challenge with some successful results. They were 
also treated to exhibition matches involving the younger El-Shorbagy, 
India’s U17 No.1 and England player Joey Barrington. It also gave the 
opportunity for former 6 times World Champion and Cornwall player Jonah 
Barrington to meet some of our juniors and offer some of his words of 
wisdom. 
County juniors in National Competitions 
Despite the distances involved some juniors manage to travel to the 
England Squash sanctioned events. Through participation in these 
tournaments juniors gain points which are used to calculate the national 
rankings. These national rankings are used to identify players suitable for 
invitations to regional coaching sessions, to represent the regional in team 
competition and ultimately to represent England. 
This year Katy Brickell represented the South West Region U15 girls in the 
Inter-Regional championships. She has also attended the Regional Coaching 
alongside Joel Brickell and Ben Fairclough. 



National Rankings: 
Age Group          Name                                    Ranking 
Girls U15              Katie Brickell                      30 
Boys U17             Ben Fairclough                  72 
Boys U17             Joel Brickell                         76 
Boys U17             Harry Cobley                      150 
Girls U19              Katrina Thomas                 40 
Boys U19             Tony Pepperell                 115 
Boys U19             Chris Lawrance                  116 
Other juniors have ventured into the ES Sanctioned events (Nicola 
Hardwick, Veronica Munks, Jared London, Josh Fearon, Jamie Johnson, 
Hannah Rodger, Ross London, Oscar Lloyd-Laney) 
We will be encouraging a good turnout for the forthcoming Cornish Riviera 
Open. 
County Junior Committee 
2009/10 is the Committee’s third year. It continues to be very active, 
meeting every 8-10 weeks to discuss, organise and promote junior squash 
within the county. This year the committee welcomed Siobhan Garland. 
Siobhan has stepped up to the challenge and has taken up the role of 
treasurer vacated by Rob Page who left the county (and country). We also 
welcome Dale Diment and Neil Counter who represent Truro Squash club 
and its juniors. 
The junior bank account is healthy, currently standing around £2500 
enabling continued payment of court fees, coach fees, county t-shirts,  
travel expenses, equipment, trophies and prizes.  Siobhan and Linda Brickell 
successfully secured a grant from Cornwall County Council to be used 
against travel expenses and hopefully this will be a source of funding for 
next year as well.  
The committee successfully manage the calendar of events of junior 
activities to maximise opportunities within the county, organising the 
Grand Prixs, County Closed tournament and coaching sessions. Its members 
are also working closely with the South West Regional Manager (Matt 
Baker) to promote squash and racketball within schools and Sports and 
Leisure facilities where we feel there are opportunities to be gained. 
The committee maintain a database of county juniors which enables quick 
communications and promotion of events. This year Megan Lloyd-Laney 
produced the county’s first Junior Newsletter which can be downloaded 
from the County Junior Website. And next year Linda has secured 
sponsorship with Whirlwind Sports and Head to provide prizes for the 
season Grand Prixs. 



The current junior committee is: 
David Fairclough –Chair 
Siobhan Garland – Treasurer 
Brian Nash – Secretary 
Linda Brickell – Tournaments / Fixtures / coaching / ES liaison 
Megan Lloyd-Laney – Media / Database  
Lewis Pauling  
Jerry Thomas 
Dale Diment 
Joel Brickell – Junior representative. 
Next year’s aims: 

- Increase the numbers of Cornish junior participating in local activities, 

regional activities and national activities. Looking to increase SW league 

teams (U11 and U19 teams). 

- A structured coaching schedule which is accessible to all junior players. 

- Include an initiative to promote Racketball to existing and new juniors. 

- Improve on promotion of Cornwall Squash, locally and nationally. 

- Increase the committee members to include at least one representative from 

each club in the county, allowing roles to be shared and information to be 

passed successfully between various parties involved in junior squash. 

I would like to thank all the members of the Cornwall Junior Committee for 
all their hard work throughout the season and their positive approach to 
the challenges that come from being involved in junior squash. 
I would also like to personally congratulate Linda Brickell for the award she 
received from England Squash and the National Volunteer Awards 2010. 
She does an enormous amount of work in the foreground and background 
which is to the benefit of the county, both Junior and Senior and to which 
I’m sincerely grateful and although they don’t often say it so are the 
county’s juniors. 
Future County Junior Events 
I would like the opportunity to promote the Cornish Riviera Junior Open.  
This year’s event is sponsored by Squashology.com, Karakal, Head and 
Whirlwind Sports and will be held at Truro Squash Club and Falmouth 
Squash Club on the weekend of 7/8 August 2010. Mark Newton continues 
with his excellent organisation of this event and the committee are only 
happy to help. 
 
That’s it I’ve only got one more thing to say……bring on 2010/11! 



 

c) Cornwall Representation Team Reports- Neil Counter. Over 45’s were 

run by Kevin Hugh and the over 50’s by Tony Bowyer. 

Chairmans Report- Terry reported that generally it had been a year of 

consolidation with the new scoring system and the new leagues bedding 

in. He added that the brightest aspect of Cornwall Squash was the 

continued Junior development and thanked the Junior Committee for 

their dedication.Terry then referred to the re-introduction  of the Pawle 

Cup and called for a huge vote of thanks to Tony Bowyer and Truro S.C. 

for their input into the competition.On the downside Terry stated his 

disappointment that he flt compelled to postpone the County Closed due 

to very limited take up.(Grant Brickell commented  that in his opinion 

the County Champs competition should have been run even if it was in a 

different format with fewer players entered. It was subsequently 

suggested that the first weekend in October, that is the 29
th

 September-3
rd

 

October, should be earmarked for the County Champs, Dave Smith 

agreed the Courts at Truro, and Elliot, Tony and Dave will run the 

competition. We should try online registration this year with £5.00 entry 

fee, Juniors U19 £3.00.) 

Continuing on the challenges facing Cornish Squash Terry confirmed 

that the National picture for squash was not good and in Cornwall 12 

courts had been closed in the last 5 years. The knock on effect was a 

reduction from 40 teams to barely 20. Terry emphasised that whilst take 

up was in decline it was up to the players to direct some enthusiasm and 

drive into making things happen and to follow the example of the juniors. 

He suggested that if the decline was not halted he could see a scenario in 5 

years or so when squash in Cornwall might only be played in Truro and 

Falmouth which would not be healthy. He added that there were 15 clubs 

in the County currently but only a handful were pro-active. 

In closing Terry stated that both he and Brian wished to stand down from 

Cornwall Squash but would continue for a further year in the absence of 

any new people being prepared to take up the challenge and re-energise 

the sport. 

  

 

4. Trophy Presentations-    Terry presented the trophies. 

 



 

5. Election of Officers        Dave Smith Proposed and Matt seconded the 

reelection of the committee en masse. 

 

 

6. League Structure- Pete . 31
st
 August is the deadline for the number of 

teams entering. Action Terry to contact Bodmin, Penzance and 

Culdrose. The most probable setup is two leagues and doubling of 

fixtures, but we will wait and see which teams enter. 

 

 

7. AOB   

a) Tony asked to run the Pawle Cup and Hinde plate after Christmas, 

five man teams, every cup should enter, 1
st
 round winners through to 

the cup, 1
st
 round losers through to the plate.  

b) Linda reported on behalf of Mat Baker and it was proposed that we 

call ourselves Cornwall Squash and Racketball from now on, she 

reported that there would be a promotion night for Racketball on June 

30
th

 run by Matt Baker, and she also is proposing an U23 Open 

Tournament in August. 

 

8. Close and Thanks- Terry thanked everyone for coming. 

Newquay- Matt Waterton and Darren Shaw 

Brian Nash – Secretary 

Terry Beckett – Chairman 

Dave Fairclough – Bude 

Siobhan Garland, Linda and Grant Brickell, Pete Pacierb – Falmouth 

Tony Bowyer, Dave Smith, T Elliott – Truro 

Mike Batte, Lostwithiel 

 

 

 

 

 


